The one who
showee merecy.

First Sunday in Lent

March 9, 2025 + 9am



Zion-Public WiFi password: Zion54484
Congregational responses are in BOLD.

All are welcome to receive Jesus’ unconditional gift of God’s grace
through the sacrament of Holy Communion. Regardless of your
church membership or affiliation, all are encouraged to
participate in communion or to come forward for a blessing.

*The communion bread is homemade by congregation members
and contains gluten and honey. For those with allergies or
sensitivities, an alternative will be provided upon request. *

Children of all ages are encouraged to worship with the whole
community in Christ. Children’s worship bags are available in the
back of the sanctuary.

Page numbers that are listed are found in the front of the
cranberry-colored hymnal on the bottom of the page. Hymn
numbers are listed in bold, large print on the top of the page.

If you would like home communion, a hospital visit, or a
conversation with the pastor, please contact the church office at
715.687.4110 or at office@zionstratford.org or Pastor Amy Heinz
at 608.498.5772 or pastoramy@zionstratford.org.

Ministers: All the People of God through the love of Jesus and the
power and gifts of the Holy Spirit

Pastor: Rev. Amy Heinz

Administrative Assistant: Kathy Busche

Organists: Judy Polege, Marge Redetzke, Ryan Huther

Custodian: Maryel Schoenfuss

Missionaries: Steven & Bethany Friberg, Tanzania

* From Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress,
License #23254, One License #A-715097
**Reprinted and adapted for local use by permission from The Worship
Sourcebook, Second Edition, ©2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources.
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PRELUDE
CENTERING AND BELLS’ CALL TO WORSHIP
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS

We Gather in Grace

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen**

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



HYMN “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” ELW 326

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 147

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate God,

How easily you love those who look unlovable to us! Turn our
hearts toward all who are considered outcast, shunned, and
unclean. Let us love our neighbors no matter what, for the sake
of the one who shows us how, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We Hear the Word of God

READING Psalm 15

1 O Lorb, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
2 Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right
and speak the truth from their heart;
3 who do not slander with their tongue
and do no evil to their friends
nor heap shame upon their neighbors;
4 in whose eyes the wicked are despised
but who honor those who fear the LoORD;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
5 who do not lend money at interest
and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.



READING Luke 10:25-42

25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said,
“what must | do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is
written in the law? What do you read there?” 2 He answered,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and
your neighbor as yourself.” 22 And he said to him, “You have given
the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

2% But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers, who
stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead. 3!
Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he
saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite,
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when
he saw him he was moved with compassion. 34 He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then
he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. 3>The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to
the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, and when | come back
| will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 3¢ Which of these
three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of the robbers?” 3 He said, “The one who showed him
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village
where a woman named Martha welcomed him. 39 She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was
saying. 4° But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she
came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has
left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.”



41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried
and distracted by many things, 2 but few things are needed—
indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not
be taken away from her.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Amy Heinz

HYMN “Will You Come and Follow Me?” ELW 798

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our
shared world.

A brief silence.

O Triune God, grant us your gracious, guiding presence as we
enter a time of penitence. As we join Christians of every time who
have awaited Jesus' return, lead us into this challenging time,
confident that your promises will be fulfilled. Hear us, O God:

Your mercy is great.

Spirit of Truth, call us to repentance. Forgive us for past
unfaithfulness, silence in the face of injustice and inaction amid
suffering. Move us from the desire to hoard our wealth toward
faithful stewardship. Help us to share your gifts with those who
cry out for daily bread. Hear us, O God:

Your mercy is great.

Prince of Peace, healer and reconciler, heal the divisions in your
Church and among the peoples of the world. As you prayed that
we should all be one, give us new visions to enable that unity. Be
with us on our ecumenical journey, and with those sisters and
brothers who surround us in the great cloud of witnesses.

Hear us, O God:

Your mercy is great.

God of all ages, release us from fear. Lead us forward, even as you
have led your Church forward from an empty cross and tomb
through millenia. Be our companion as we walk unexplored paths
into an unknown future. Open us to new possibilities. Renew our
hope. Grant us faith to move ahead. Be our companion until Jesus
comes again. In his name we pray. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We Share the Meal

OFFERING
OFFERTORY “Come to the Table of Mercy” ELW 481
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. In great love, you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached
out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,

“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

THE LORD'S PRAYER

DISTRIBUTION SONGS

“Lamb of God” ELW p. 154
“There Is a Balm in Gilead” ELW 614
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 597

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We Serve the World in God’s Name

BENEDICTION

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. **



CLOSING SONG “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

DISMISSAL

We go in peace to love and serve our neighbors,
with open doors, open hearts, and open hands.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Lenten Worship Services
Wednesday nights

5:30 pm March 12, 19 & 26.
5:30 pm April2&9

5:30 pm April 17

ELW 325

Maundy Thursday Service / Communion

5:30 pm April 18

Good Friday Service

7:00 am & 9:00 am April 20
Easter Worship / Communion



Notes, Prayers, and Thoughts




Zion Lutheran Church
Open Doors, Open Hearts, Open Hands
213501 Legacy Street
Stratford, WI 54484-5908
715.687.4110 + https://zionstratford.org



