
Language of the Spirit:
Gifts for All

12th Sunday After Pentecost
August 28, 2022 + 9:00 a.m.
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Congregational responses are in BOLD.

All are welcome to receive Jesus’ unconditional gift of God’s grace
through the sacrament of Holy Communion. Regardless of your
church membership or affiliation, all are encouraged to participate
in communion or to come forward for a blessing.

Children of all ages are encouraged to worship with the whole
community in Christ. Children’s worship bags are available in the
back of the sanctuary.

Page numbers that are listed are found in the front of the
cranberry-colored hymnal on the bottom of the page. Hymn
numbers are listed in bold, large print on the top of the page.

If you would like home communion, hospital visit, or a
conversation with the pastor, please contact the church office at
715.687.4110 or at office@zionstratford.org or Interim Pastor
Andrea Fluegel at 715.391.9311 or pastor@zionstratford.org.

Zion-Public WiFi password: Zion54484

Ministers: All the People of God through the love of Jesus and the
power and gifts of the Holy Spirit
Interim Pastor: Andrea Fluegel
Administrative Assistant: Kathy Busche
Organists: Judy Polege, Marge Redetzke
Custodian: Seeking Applicants
Missionaries: Steven & Bethany Friberg, Tanzania

*  From Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress,
License #23254, One License #A-715097
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Individual prayer before worship: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts
of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. Send forth
your Spirit and we shall be created, and you shall renew the face
of the earth. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct
the hearts of the faithful: Grant that by the same Spirit we may be
truly wise and ever enjoy his consolations, through Christ our
Lord. Amen. (from the Canticle in the Nordic Lutheran Church of
Sweden)

PRELUDE

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CENTERING

We Gather in Grace

CALL TO WORSHIP AND OPENING PRAYER
The words God speaks
are the life and sustenance
of all that exists.

The life Jesus gives
is the re-creation and renewed birth
of all that is broken and worn.

The Spirit’s stirring in our souls
is the inspiration
for creativity, compassion, joy and community.

Life-giving, life-restoring, life-fulfilling God;
may our whole lives be worship.
In all things, may we seek to connect with
and to reflect your love and your hope. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN “Blest Are They” Hymn 728 vs 1, 2, 4

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation,
come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

Silence is kept for individual confession and self-reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.
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God who is rich in mercy, loved us
even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

GREETING
The love of God poured into your hearts, the saving grace of Jesus
Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”
Hymn 414 vs. 1, 4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, maker of heaven and earth, we gather together in Your
name. We come as living sacrifices to offer You our worship and
thanksgiving, our praise and prayers.
Come among us, living Lord. Through the power of Your Holy
Spirit transform our hearts and minds so that we may recognize
Your presence, hear Your voice, know Your will, and walk in Your
way. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
Amen.

We Hear the Word of God

FIRST READING 1 Corinthians 12:1-13, 27-31

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want
you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were gentiles you
were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak.
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3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the
Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say
“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there
are varieties of services but the same Lord, 6 and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the
working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as
the Spirit chooses.

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then deeds of power, then gifts of
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do
all work powerful deeds? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But strive for the greater
gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” Page 151
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GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader
of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching
him closely.

7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he
told them a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your
host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would
start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and
sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he
may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers
or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in
return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

THE WORD “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” Hymn 400 vs. 3

SERMON                                                              Pastor Andrea Fluegel
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HYMN OF THE DAY “We All Are One in Mission” Hymn 576

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy
One in prayer.

A brief silence.

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons,
pastors, and bishops who serve and teach your people. Awaken in
your church a spirit of invitation that reaches ever outward.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in
us reverent awe for the beauty of the natural world, for oceans
and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and deserts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the
efforts of those who pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and
accompany all immigrants and refugees and all who are
persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with
those who live in isolation or fear, especially those who are
incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who are sick or grieving. We
ask that the Holy Spirit intercede for us when we have no words.
Gracious Lord, we now name silently in our hearts or aloud with
our voices all the people, places and circumstances on our hearts
and minds… Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of
discernment. Fill our leaders with your wisdom. Keep us mindful
of the work you would have us do. Lead us and guide us, O Lord,
to be about the work of your kingdom even as the search for a
new pastor continues. Bless all who have taken on extra
responsibility, and fill them with a sense of your love and
presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy
Wisdom. Amen.

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD'S PRAYER

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Lamb of God” Page 154
“Let Us Go Now to the Banquet” Hymn 523
“As We Gather At Your Table” Hymn 522

BLESSING
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PRAYER
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the
saving power of your suffering, death and resurrection. May this
sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of
your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

We Serve the World in God’s Name

BENEDICTION
As you enter a new week,
may you experience God’s presence.
May you feel God pouring out the Holy Spirit
over your heads and your thoughts and the words of your lips,
over your hearts and your feelings and emotions
and your compassion for all others,
and over your hands and your feet
as you put into action all that God commands you.

During this week,
may the grace of the +Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with each of you. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “I Come With Joy” Hymn 482 vs. 3, 4, 5

DISMISSAL
We go in peace serving the Lord,
with open doors, open hearts, and open hands.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Zion Lutheran Church
Open Doors, Open Hearts, Open Hands

213501 Legacy Street
Stratford, WI 54484-5908

715.687.4110   +   https://zionstratford.org
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