September 2022
Worship Schedule
Sunday, September 4
The Cost of Discipleship
Communion
Sunday, September 11
Lost and Found
Communion
Pulpit Supply
Sunday, September 18
Our Money Story: Remember
Blessing of the Backpacks
Communion
Sunday, September 25
Our Money Story: Release
Communion

Pastor’s Ponderings
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“Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our
God, the Lord alone. 5You shall
love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might.
6
Keep these words that I am
commanding you today in your
heart. 7Recite them to your
children and talk about them
when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down
and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as
an emblem on your forehead, 9and write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates.
- Deuteronomy 6:4-9
These verses in the Old Testament are known as the “Shema.” The
word “Shema” comes from the Hebrew “Hear.” Jews and early
Christians used this as a prayer both morning and night, “when
you lie down and when you rise.” According to the Encyclopedia
Britannica, “The biblical verses inculcate the duty to learn, to
study, and to observe the Torah. These texts and their appropriate
prayers are consequently sacred to Jews because they contain a
profession of faith, a declaration of allegiance to the kingship and
kingdom of God, and a symbolic representation of total devotion
to the study of the Torah.”
As we head into a new school year, it is a great time to take these
verses and etch them on our own hearts. How are we growing in
our own faith and in our study of the scriptures? How do we hear
God’s voice in our lives?
Faith Formation is not only for children and youth. You do not
“graduate” from growing in your faith or studying scripture when
you are confirmed in high school. Faith formation is continuous
and ongoing. It is for both youth and elders.

This newsletter has a variety of opportunities for ways in which
you can continue to grow in your faith and to study scripture. The
Zion website (https://zionstratford.org/faith-formation/) has
additional information about studying scripture and being active
in spiritual practices. Check it out.
The Zion Library has books and other resources for people of all
ages. It’s free. Sometime after worship or while waiting to pick up
children from Little Lutherans/J-Team, explore the library. It’s
highly recommended. 5-stars!
Music is also a great way to learn scripture and grow in faith.
Hymns and even contemporary Christian music is based on
scripture, especially the Psalms and the Book of Revelation. Zion
Lutheran has several Spotify playlists. Check it out on Spotify or on
the Zion website at https://zionstratford.org/worship/.
This year J-Team/Little Lutherans are learning about worship and
liturgy. Ask them about what they are discovering. What do you
appreciate about worship? How does it connect you to Jesus and
the movement of the Holy Spirit?
And I can’t help but put in one last plug for the class “What is a
Lutheran?” taught by Bishop Laurie Skow Anderson, right here at
Zion on Wednesday, September 14 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. All are
welcome to participate. Whether you have come from a
different faith background or it has been years since
Confirmation, come learn again about God’s grace and love.
Remember, faith formation is for all ages. Being a curious learner
helps us grow in our discipleship.
Grace and Peace, Interim Pastor Andrea Fluegel

3

From the Council
My name is Ray White and I am the chair for the Faith Formation
Committee. On the Faith Formation Committee we make sure
the youth from Little Lutherans to Disciples for Christ have their
needs met through planning and organizing events and classes at
Church. We have a committed focus on growing the faith of the
Zion youth and making sure
they have fulfilled lives
through Christ. We also
encourage all members of
the congregation to
participate in the lives of
these children to deepen
their understanding and
faith throughout their
formidable years. We are
comprised of members
Kathy Ballerstein, Jill Dasler,
Jasmine Grell, Wendy
Spaeth, Dan Wieland and
myself. We appreciate any feedback and suggestions for youth
events or any changes you would like to see with the youth
program here at Zion.
In my free time away from church, I enjoy coaching in Stratford,
golfing, home projects, and spending time with my family and
friends. My wife Lindsay and I are raising our three kids Avery
(10), Dayton(8), and Finley(8) in Stratford and enjoy taking and
showing them experiences where God’s love is present. Last year
we adopted a cockapoo named Fifer who we welcomed into our
family.

Upcoming Worship Series
Our Money Story
Sundays, September 18 - October 9, 2022 (4 weeks)
Discover and tell your money
stories in light of God’s money
story of liberation and love. This
series encourages us to transform
our stewardship practices into
more full expressions of who we
are and what we believe. Our
Money Story is intentionally
direct—it invites us to name
exactly what we’re talking about
and not skirt around it. Too often, we avoid talking about money
with transparency and vulnerability. It’s time we reframe this.
Money and possessions are one of the most common topics in
scripture, and Jesus talked about money more than faith and
prayer. Our money story, therefore, is a spiritual story. A worship
series adapted from A Sanctified Art.
The Old Testament:
God’s Faithfulness Through
The Generations
Sundays, October 16 - November
6, 2022 (4 weeks)
For many of us the Old
Testament is difficult to
understand and it’s hard to
relate to the Biblical characters.
In worship we will explore Old
Testament stories from Exodus, 2
Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings. We will discover God’s faithfulness
among imperfect people throughout the generations and what it
means for us today.
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Updating Membership Information
As part of the transition process in calling a new pastor to Zion
Lutheran Church, we are updating our membership information
and need your help. You have received a letter and form in the
mail to fill out for your household and please return it to the
office as soon as possible. A fillable PDF form is available on the
homepage of the church website at https://zionstratford.org. This
will help us input your current information and ensure that you
are staying connected with the Zion Lutheran congregation. Thank
you for taking the time to complete this! - Evangelism Committee

Transition Update
Grateful. Thankful. Blessed!
The Call Committee and Council
are currently working with a
pastoral candidate. Stay tuned!
Please continue to pray for the Call
Committee and Council as they
share our ministry and learn from
a pastoral candidate how they
might lead our congregation into the future. Also pray for the
Pastor that God is already preparing for us!
Thank you to all of those who came to the Parsonage and Church
Work Night. Many hands indeed make light work! The Church
building is getting prepared for a new ministry year.
We are grateful for the many who have taken on additional
responsibilities or stepped into new roles during the transition,
thankful to Pastor Andrea for her guidance over these past
months, and BLESSED to be part of this amazing congregation of
believers!

Treasurer’s Report
To keep everyone informed of the financial status of Zion
Lutheran, we will be starting a monthly Treasurer’s Report in the
newsletter. The overall purpose is to be transparent about how
Zion is building a culture of generosity and being a steward
(manager) of God’s gracious provision in order to fuel Jesus’
ministry.
Through July 31, 2022, income received to the Current (general
offering) was $87,043.50. This money is used to provide financial
support for the ministry budget expenses such as faith formation,
evangelism, worship, staff salaries, property, etc. This amount
does not include the 10% benevolence. Loose offering/initial
offering is $1,520.00.
The ministry expenditures are $95,692.92 as of July 31, 2022. Our
expense budget is $182,685.29. We are currently at 50.8% of
expenses. September tends to be a higher expense month as we
launch faith formation programs and ramp-up for the fall and
winter programming and building expenses. Thank you to
everyone who is going above and beyond to financially support
the mission and ministry of Zion.
As of July 31, 2022, the church’s undesignated cash balance is
$39,662.12. This is money that is not specifically designated to a
specific purpose, such as utilities, mortgage debt reduction, lawn
mowing, GermanFest, etc. The undesignated cash balance is like
our savings account or reserve fund when our expenses are more
than our income. This can be quickly depleted if actual income
doesn’t match expenses.

7

As of July 31, 2022, our benevolences (ministry to the world) are:
Crossways Camping Ministry $206.00
7.5% of goal
ELCA 10% Benevolence
$9,671.50
60.4% of goal
Lutheran Social Services
$735.00
40.8% of goal
Missionary Support
$1,653.00
47.2% of goal
ELCA World Hunger
$3,490.80
107.4% of goal
As of July 31, 2022, the balance available in the GermanFest/Crisis
Bank account is $7,672.88.
The Building Fund
account balance is
$8,711.25 as of August 4,
2022. The loan balance as
of July 29, 2022 is
$140,632.88. The monthly
mortgage payment is
$3100.
Thank you to everyone
who continues to support
Zion’s ministry in Jesus’
name with financial gifts.
It takes all of us together
to fuel our ministry plan.
With a grateful heart,
Marge Redetzke, Council Treasurer

Faith Formation
for All Ages
What Is a
Lutheran?
On Wednesday,
September 14, from
6:30-8:00 p.m., Bishop
Laurie Skow-Anderson
will be leading a
discussion and presentation on “What is a Lutheran?” and “What
does being a Lutheran mean?” at Zion Lutheran. This presentation
is open to all age groups. It is required for all 7-10th grade
students, parents, and mentors. If you come from a different
religious background or it's been a while since Confirmation, then
you don’t want to miss out on this opportunity.

Blessing of the Backpacks
The school year always brings excitement and energy. On Sunday,
September 18 at 9:00 a.m. during worship, we will bless
backpacks, lunchboxes, school bags, etc. The children will assist
the pastor in blessing teachers, coaches, bus drivers, school
administrators, school staff, school board members, as well as
Little Lutherans, J-Team, Confirmation and Disciples in Christ
leaders and mentors. Please bring your backpacks (this includes
teachers, coaches, bus drivers and school staff too). You are
welcome to place them in front of the altar before worship.
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Little Lutherans/J-Team
Little Lutherans and J-Team
(K-6th grade) will begin on
Wednesday, September 14.
These faith formation classes
will be held every 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month from
3:15-5:15 pm. Children may
arrive anytime between 3:15
and 3:50 pm, for those coming
from a non-Stratford school
district. Registration
information and calendar can
be found at:
https://zionstratford.org/faith-formation/k-6th-grade/.

The Puppets
Are Back!
Come and have fun with the
Zion Puppets! Puppet Day for
Grades 4-6th on Thursday,
October 20 from 12:30-5:30 pm
at Zion Lutheran Church.
Students will be picked up at
Stratford Elementary School
following early release.
Registration is available at:
https://zionstratford.org/faith-formation/k-6th-grade/. Invite your
friends! Questions? Contact Janet Schoenherr at
schoenherr11@gmail.com or at 715-650-0097.

Confirmation
Confirmation (7-9th grade) will begin on Wednesday, September
14 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. This is a required class for all 7-9th
graders and their parents/guardians. Bishop Laurie
Skow-Anderson will be leading a discussion and presentation on
“What is a Lutheran?” and “What does being a Lutheran mean?”
Registration forms, class schedules, and more information
available at:
https://zionstratford.org/faith-formation/7th-9th-grade/.

Disciples in Christ
Disciples in Christ (1oth grade) will begin on Wednesday,
September 14 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. This is a required class for all
10th graders and their parents/guardians and mentors. Bishop
Laurie Skow-Anderson will be leading a discussion and
presentation on “What is a Lutheran?” and “What does being a
Lutheran mean?” Schedule and more information can be found at:
https://zionstratford.org/faith-formation10th-12th-grade/.

Bad Girls of the Bible
Beginning on Wednesday, September
21 from 6:00-7:30 p.m., we will be
discussing a chapter a month of “Bad
Girls of the Bible” by Liz Curtis Higgs.
We will start with the story of Eve from
Genesis 1-3. Participants will need to
purchase their own book if possible.
Used books can be found from a
variety of online vendors. More
information on Adult Faith Formation
opportunities can be found online at:
https://zionstratford.org/faith-formation/adult/.
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Dwelling in the Word
Learn, discuss and enjoy fellowship on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 a.m. beginning on September 14. We will be studying the
scripture for the upcoming Sunday worship. No experience
required. Bibles are available or bring your own.
September 14: Luke 22:1-23; Exodus 16:1-18
September 25: Matthew 19:16-22; Deuteronomy 15:1-11
October 2: Mark 12:38-44; Leviticus 19:9-10; 25:8-12
October 9: John 21:1-19; Genesis 33:1-17

SCRIP: Shopping Supports Ministry
Your Scrip gift card purchases (gift cards to tons of stores across
the country) provide funds for Zion youth experiences like mission
trips and regional/national youth gatherings! Let's prepare for
Zion youth to participate in upcoming opportunities by using Scrip
cards for your shopping and gift-giving needs. It’s easy! Simply
contact June Krueger by phone or text, 715-897-0617, to check
stock or place an order. Each card purchase returns a percent
back of Zion, netting hundreds of dollars to the youth fund each
year. Thank you for continuing to support Zion youth experiences!

Serving Our Savior Opportunities
Homemade
Applesauce Needed
for GermanFest
We are looking for any
volunteers that are willing to
make applesauce for
Germanfest this year or donate
apples to help the applesauce
makers! Please let Cory
Wiesman or the office know
jim_cory@hotmail.com or
office@zionstratford.org. Thanks!!

Fellowship Hour
Come join us in fellowship following worship each Sunday. If you
wish to host fellowship, there is a sign-up sheet on the table in the
fellowship area. There are no longer restrictions on only bringing
prepacked food. Feel free to bring in home made goods. See you
at fellowship.

Altar Guild Needs Families & Individuals
The Altar Guild is seeking a few people to help keep the Chancel
area looking great! A two month-a-year commitment is all that's
asked of anyone. There's a book in the room to the south of the
Chancel area you can look through to see if this is something that
might interest you. Contact Marge Kollmansberger at
mpkollman@yahoo.com Please prayerfully consider participating
in this ministry.
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Calling all Ushers, Assisting Ministers,
Media, Acolytes, etc.
For those people interested in signing up to serve at worship
services please go to SignUpGenius.com on the web or use the
free app. Search for sign ups using the email address:
hutherbk@yahoo.com. Sign ups are usually available each month
until the 17th for the following month. At that point the service
schedule needs to be completed and sent to the church office.

Serving in Worship Substitutions
On vacation? At a sporting event? Family wedding? If you are
scheduled to serve in worship as an assisting minister, acolyte,
communion server, reader, usher, etc. and are unable to serve on
that date, please look at the calendar and contact another person
to switch with you. If you need a list of people to contact, please
reach out to Brenda Huther at hutherbk@yahoo.com or at
715-581-2485. Thank you.

Creation Care Team
At the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
Assembly in May, a resolution was
passed to encourage congregations to
create a Creation Care Team. If you
are interested in participating on this
team or would like to know more
about Creation Care, contact Interim
Pastor Andrea Fluegel at
pastor@zionstratford.org or at
715.687.4110. Resources are
available at
http://nwswi.org/social-justice-advocacy/creation-care.

Housekeeping Position Available
Join the Zion Team! We are currently seeking candidate(s) to fill a
Housekeeping position for 10-12 hours per week. Job duties
include general weekly cleaning (vacuum, dust, clean restrooms,
replenish supplies, empty trash, etc.) plus as-needed tasks like
washing windows and mopping floors. A keen eye to maintenance
issues, such as a leaky faucet, is key to the position. Being
conscious of the worship and building use schedule, housekeeping
hours may be flexible. More info and application materials are
available at the church office or by contacting Brenda Castellano
at 715-321-2452 or biner5@hotmail.com.

Counters Needed
People are needed to assist with counting the church offering. No
experience needed. Will train. It takes 20-45 minutes (possibly
longer) depending on the season and the offering. Confidentiality
required. Depending on the number of people who serve, time
commitment is one to two times per month. For more
information, contact Amy Cournoyer at ajcournoyer@yahoo.com
or 715-650-1381.

Homebound Visits
Zion’s Homebound Members are ready for home visits from
congregation members. It helps them to feel connected, less
lonely, and cared for. The commitment is one or more members
per month. If you can serve this way, please contact Interim Pastor
Andrea Fluegel.
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Council Minutes
Council minutes are now available
on the church website at
zionstratford.org/publications.
You can also get a copy of the
minutes by contacting Kathy in
the church office or on the
Information table by the church
office.

Technology Ministry
WiFi Now Available
WiFi has been installed throughout the church building for you to
use. The password is printed in the weekly paper announcements,
on the Sunday Worship powerpoint announcements. You can also
contact a staff member for the password. The Zion-Public
password is Zion54484.

Sermons by Phone or Podcast App
Audio recordings of Sunday sermons are now available by calling
848.204.2721. You can also find it on the podcast apps PodBean
and Bullhorn under the podcast name “Open Doors Open Hearts
Open Hands.” You can also find a recording and a copy of the
bulletin at https://zionstratford.org/publications/.

Monday Emails
The Monday Weekly Emails are now being sent through a new
membership and communications software to everyone who
returned a member contact information form and requested to
receive weekly emails. If you did not receive the email one of
three things has likely happened.
1. You have not yet completed a membership contact
information form. You can fill out the form on the church
website, save it and send it as an attachment to
office@zionstratford.org. Paper copies are also available in
the church office.
2. The email has gone to your spam or promotions tab. You
can fix this by adding office@zionstratford.org to your
preferred sender list, marking it as not spam, or right-click
move to tab "Primary," and select yes for future emails.
This depends on who your email provider is and will be
specific to them.
3. We could have made a typo when entering your email, or
you did not indicate that you would like weekly emails. If
you believe that you have returned a membership contact
information form and have checked your spam and
promotions folders, then send an email to
office@zionstratford.org with your preferred email and we
will make sure that you receive all future email
communications.
If you have questions, contact the church office at 715-687-4110
or office@zionstartford.org.

Prayer Requests
Did you know that you can submit your prayer requests on the
new ZionStratford.org website? You can also let people know that
people are praying for them too. Check it out at
https://zionstratford.org/prayer
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Strengthening
Ministry:Today,
Tomorrow,Together
Matthew 13:32: “It is the smallest
of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.”
This passage beautifully illustrates an image of something so small
growing into a vibrant network and support system. This, in many
ways is symbolic of your Synod Endowment Fund. Since its
planting in 2001, the Fund has continued to sprout new branches
and has supported dozens of ministries by:
1. Encouraging whole life stewardship
2. Strengthening and resourcing the ministry of the synod
and
3. Enhancing the ministry of the synod in addition to, and
apart from, its yearly operating budget, with emphasis on,
but not limited to:
o Strengthening congregational vitality
o Developing ministry for the next generation and
o Equipping and supporting new leaders through
seminary debt assistance, training,
and lay leader development
Since inception, the fund has grown to almost a half million dollars
and has gifted over two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. In the
last five years, the Endowment Fund has made gifts to ministries
totaling over $200,000 with $81,000 of that total given toward
Seminary debt assistance.

This year alone, the Endowment Fund gifted over $47,000 to
various congregations and ministries with almost $20,000 of that
total going to Seminary debt assistance. As you can see, the
Endowment Fund has been actively supporting ministries
throughout the church by not only speaking of God’s Love but
putting that Love into action.
At this years’ April Synod Assembly, the Endowment Fund
launched a two-year campaign to raise awareness of the
Endowment Fund and to grow the Fund so that the work of the
church and its ministries can continue to be supported and
enriched. The theme for this campaign is: “Strengthening
Ministry – Today, Tomorrow, Together” with an emphasis on:
● equipping and supporting leaders (seminary debt
assistance and training lay leaders)
● strengthening congregational vitality
● developing ministry for the next generation
The goal over the next two years is to increase the endowment
fund by $125,000 and to generate future commitments of an
additional $150,000. The Endowment Fund is committed today
and into the future to assist and support churches, ministries, and
seminarians with their ministry journeys. Therefore, the
Endowment Fund is asking for your partnership through a gift to
help ministries of the church in their journey. Gifts may be cash
or an optional future financial commitment. Whether you have
much to give or a small amount to share, leaving a gift through the
Today, Tomorrow, Together campaign will have long lasting
impact. Together we are responding to the story of God’s
generosity in the world.
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The Endowment Fund is only able to do all this great work
because of people just like you who chose to make a gift to the
Synod Endowment Fund. Because of your generosity, incredible
stories are unfolding, and lives are being touched. It is truly God’s
Work, Our Hands.
For more information or to make a gift, please contact the Synod
Office or visit the Synod Website at: http://nwswi.org/giving
The image in Matthew 13:32 gives us a promise of new growth,
strength, and support. We know that the church in ten years will
look far different than it does today. We know that we need to do
more to support those changes within ministries and prepare
church leaders for the future. Because of your generosity, the
smallest of seeds can become the strongest of trees. Thank you
for your continued support of the Northwest Synod Mission
Endowment Fund.

Stratford Area Food Pantry
The Stratford Area Food Pantry provides food to individuals and
families within the Stratford School District. If you are in need of
food, we are here for you! Please contact Barb 715-687-4346,
Karen 715-207-5663 or Leonard 715-687-4254. Also, for those
who wish to make donations, you may contact the same
individuals. The Stratford Area Food Pantry is supported by
individuals, local churches, groups and businesses; and is staffed
by volunteers. We are grateful for the community support we
receive. We are neighbors helping neighbors in need.
The Stratford Area Food Pantry is now at Zion Lutheran Church to
provide more access and a welcoming environment to people in
need. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Dan Wieland
at wieland.dandeb@gmail.com or at 715-506-0020 and he will
help you get connected.

Building Update 2022
Total monthly principal payments
Total monthly interest payments
Balance of loan as of 07-29-2022

$9,310.35
$ 1,539.65
$140,632.88

Partners Bank
Building checking acct balance as of 08-04-2022

$8,711.25

Payment
Bi-Weekly

Start
Balance

Payment
Amount

Interest
Paid

Principal
Paid

Ending
Balance

05/06 &
05/20

$149,943.23

$3,100.00

$449.91

$2,650.09

$147,293.14

06/03 &
06/17

$147,293.14

$3,100.00

$441.92

$2,658.08

$144,635.06

07/01 &
07/15
—----------07/29

$144,635.06

$3,100.00

$433.89

$2,666.11

$141,968.95

—------------$141,968.95

—---------$1,550.00

—-------$213.93

—----------$1,336.07

—-------------$140,632.88

Birthdays &
Anniversaries
The listing of the dates for birthdays
and anniversaries will now be posted in
the weekly Monday email, in the
weekly Sunday announcements, and on
the Sunday PowerPointannouncements.
This is to protect people’s privacy and
not make it easier for scammers to have
access to this information. If you would like a complete monthly
list to send out cards, please contact the office.
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